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Solitical The ory:

An Introduction

Another book to
MEMOorize.

If only we could talk about

[ don’t know but I
like the way he
reveals the
inconsistencies in
the views
expressed by
others.

Wait and see. This class will be
different.

Lets turn to box on Socrates.
Read the text in the box.

This is really
different!

Who is €

ocrates?

























Welsaid, Cephalus, butasconceming justc e, whatisit? —to speakth e
tuth and to pay yourdebts—no more than this?

And evento thisare there notexceptions? Suppose thata fiend when in hisrig ht
mind hasdeposited amswih me and he asksforthe m when he isnotin hisight
mind, oughtlto give them backto him? ...

You are quite right,

Butthen, spe aking the tuthand paying yourdebtsisnotac omectdefiniton
ofjustce. ....

And instead of saying smply as we did atfist, th atitisjustto do good to our
fiendsand ham to ourenemies, we should futher say:tisjustto do good to our
fiendswhenthey are good and ham to ourenemies whentheyar evi?

Yes, that appears to me to be the truth.



But oughtthe justto injure any one atal?
Undoubtedly he ought to injure those who are both wicked and his enemies.

When horsesare injured, are they mproved ordeter iorated?
The latter.

Deterorated, thatisto say, inthe good qualtes ofhorses, notofdogs?
Yes, of horses.

And dogsare deteriorated inthe good qualtesof dogs,and notofhorses?
Of course.

And wilnotmenwho are injured be deteriorated in  thatwhic histhe propervitue
of man?
Certainly.

And thathuman vitue isjustic e ?
To be sure.



Then menwho are injured are of necessty made unju st?
That is the result.

But c an the musician by hisat make men unmusic al?
Certainly not.

Orthe horseman by hisat make them bad horsemen?
Impossible.

And can the justby justc e make men unjust, orspe aking generalcanthe good
by vitue make them bad?
Assuredly not....

Norcanthe good ham any one ?
Impossible.

And the justisthe good?
Certainly.



Then to injure a fiend orany one else snotthe actofa just man, butof the
opposie, who isthe unjust?
| think that what you say is quite true, Socrates.

And he who is mo st skifulin preventing orescapin g flom a disease isbestable to
create one?
True.

And he isthe bestguard ofa camp who isbestable to steala march upon the
enemy?
Certainly.

Then he who isa good keeperofanything salko a good thief?
That, | suppose, is to be inferred.

Then fthe justmanisgood atkeeping money, he i sgood atstealing i.
That is implied in the argument.



Then afteralthe justman hastumed outto be a  thief. ...
Youwould ague thatthe good are ourfiendsandt he bad ourenemies?
Yes.

And instead of saying smply as we did at fist, th atitisjustto do good to our
fiendsand ham to ourenemies, we should futher say:tisjustto do good to our
fiendswhen they are good and ham to ourenemies whenthey are evi?

Yes, that appears to me to be the truth.

But oughtthe justto injure any one atal?
Undoubtedly he ought to injure those who are both wicked and his enemies.

When horsesar njured, are theyimproved ordeter iorated?

The latter.

Deterorated, thatisto say, inthe good qualies ofhorses, notofdogs?
Yes, of horses.

And dogs are deterorated in the good qualtes of dogs, and not of horses?
Ofcourse.



And wilnotmenwho are injured be deterorated in  thatwhic histhe propervitue
of man?
Certainly.

And thathuman vitue is justic e ?
To be sure.

Then menwho are injured are of necessty made unju st?
That is the result.

Butcan the musician by hisat make men unmusic al?
Certainly not.

Orthe horseman by hisat make them bad horsemen?
Impossible.

And can the justby justc e make men unjust, orspe akng generlcanthe good
by vitue make them bad?



Assuredly not....

Norcanthe good ham any one ?
Impossible.

And the justisthe good?
Certainly.

Thento injure a fiend orany one else isnotthe actofa justman, butof
the opposie, who isthe unjust?
| think that what you say is quite true, Socrates.

Then if a man says that justc e consists in the ep aymentofdebts, and
thatgood isthe debtwhicha manowesto hisfien ds,and evithe debt
whic h he owesto hisenemies,—to saythisisnotw ise;foritisnottue, if,as

hasbeen claity shown, the injuing of anothercan be in no case just

| agree with you, said Polemarchus.
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To ensure a fair selection you all get the

same test.You must all climb that tree.
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Why do they say,
justice delayed is
justice denied?

Because if a decision in a \
dispute is delayed too

long the injured person
may not receive any

benefit from the judicial
proceedings. What would
be the use of getting a
decision in one’s favour
after one is dead?
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My father had applied

for a telephone connection.
It’s been over two months
and he still hasn’t got it.
What can he do?

You know what! Now we
have a right to information.
We can find out the status
of his application as well
as the cause for the delay.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF URBAN INDIAN MIDDLE CLASS
WITHOUT IMMIGRANT WORKERS
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The way to bring about peace is to punish the
people who are responsible for violence.

No Munni, violence should not be used to counter
violence. We can only bring about lasting peace
by stressing on peaceful means.

Ah! Now that you sound like the champion of peace, tell me, are
you using similar “peaceful methods” to deal with your younger
brothers? Or is the “thrashing him” policy being pursued?
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4 Look Unni, I got the latest
mobile phone. It is truly state o
the art with blue tooth, games

and all that.

This one’s nice, but you had
bought a new phone only a few
months back, what happened to
that one?

Oh, that was an old model, that is why I
disposed of it.

Humm...but do you know how much ‘
non-degradable e-waste it creates?

This makes worse the problems that

our eco system is facing today.













