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UPSC Q- 05
> Test-05/ Q- 100

5. With reference to India’s Desert National
Park, which of the following statements are

correct ?

Q 100, Desert National Park is situated in which

j 15 It is spread over two districts.
_ _ among the following district?
2. There is no human habitation inside the .
Park. . a) Jaipur
3. It is one of the natural habitats of Great b) Jalsa|mer
Indian Bustard. C) S&Wﬂi Madhopur
Select the correct answer using the code given d) Jaipur and Jaisa|mer

below :

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

Q 100. (B)
The Great Indian Bustard (GIB) has long been on the brink of extinction. It is one of the heaviest flying
birds and is found mainly in the Indian subcontinent. Around 150 of these birds are estimated to be

surviving now globally.
Recently, there was an increase in the hatching of GIB eggs in Desert National Park in Jaisalmer,

Rajasthan where conservation centre has been set up.
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UPSC Q- 06
> Test-02/ Q- 39
6. . Siachen Glacier is situated to the Q 39, Consider the following statements about the
Siachen glacier:
(@) Eastof Aksai Chin 1. Itis part of the Karakoram Range System.
2. It is the world's longest glacier in the non-polar
() EastofLeh areas.
3. Itis the source of the Nubra and Shyok rivers.
Which of the above statements are incorrect?
a) 2 only b) 3 only
¢)2and 3 only d) None of the above

(©  North of Gilgt

(d)  North of Nubra Valley

Q39. (A)

Siachen glacier is part of the Karakoram range system. It is the longest glacier in the Karakoram range and the
second-longest in the world's non-polar areas.

It s the source of many rivers such as Nubra, which is a tributary of Shyok river ( it rises from the Rimo glacier,
which itseff is  tongue of the Siachen glacier ), which in turn is part of the Indus River System.

Itis the highest battlefield in the world and lies on LoC between India and Pakistan. It has been continuously
contested, which has led to the militarization of the glacier.
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8.  Consider the following statements : . UPSC Q- 08
> Test-05/ Q- 45

1. 36% of India’s districts are classified as ‘
“overexploited” or “critical” by the Q 45, With reference to Central Ground Water

Central Ground W Authority ' .
vl s Board, consider the following statements:
1. Itis constituted under Water Act 1974
2. CGWA was formed wunder the i .
Environment (Protection) Act. L. It has the responsibility of regulating ground
water development and management in the country

3. India has  the largest area under

groundwater irrigation in the world. 3. Itis under the Jal Shakti ministry
Which of the statiments given above ilare Select the correct answer;
correct ? a) 1and 2 only b)1and 3 only
(@ Lonly ) 2and 3 only d)1,2and3

(b) - 2and 3 only

() 2only

(d) 1and 3 only
Q4s. (C)
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) is constituted under the Environment (Protection) Act of 1986. It is
responsible for regulating ground water development and management in the country.

Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) comes under Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation in Government of India.
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UPSC Q- 11
> Test-05/ Q- 66 and Test 25 Q-53

11. If a particular plant species-is placed under

Schedule VI of The Wildlife Protection Act, Q 66. Consider the following pairs regarding
provisions for animals listed in different schedules
of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972:

1972, what is the implication ?

(a) A licence is required to cultivate that

plant. Schedule - Provision

(b) Such a plant cannot be cultivated under 1. Schedule | - Absolute Protection

sty dtcOastinseg 2. Schedule IV - Vermin (Can be hunted)
) ’ 3. Schedule Ill - Penalties are lower compared to
(c¢) Itis a Genetically Modified crop plant. Schedule 1
(@ Such a plant is invasive and harmful to Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?
a) 1 only b) 2 and 3 only
the ecosystem. c) 1 and 3 only d)1,2and3

Q66. (C)
Pair 2 is incorrectly matched:
Schedule 5 - Vermin (Can be hunted)
Schedules of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972
Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972 consists of 6 schedule lists, which give varying degrees of protection.
Poaching, smuggling and illegal trade of animals listed Schedule 1 to schedule 4 are prohibited.

Schedule 1 and part Il of Schedule 2
Animals listed in schedule 1 and parts Il of schedule 2 have absolute protection
- offences under these are prescribed the highest penalties Examples of animals listed in schedule 1 are lion
tailed macaque, rhinoceros, great indian bustard, narcondamhornbill, nicobarmegapode, black buck, etc.
Examples of animals listed in schedule 2 are rhesus macaque, dhole, Bengal porcupine, king cobra, flying
squirrel, Himalayan brown bear, etc.

Schedule 3 and schedule 4
Animals listed in schedule 3 and schedules 4 are also protected, but the penalties are lower compared to
schedule 1 and part 2 of schedule 2.
Examples of animals listed in schedule 3 are hyaena, hogdeer, nilgai, goral, sponges, barking deer, etc.
Examples of animals listed in schedule 4 are mangooses, vultures, etc.

Schedule 5
Animals listed in schedule 5 are called “vermin” which can be hunted.
Mice, rat, common crow and flying fox (fruit eating bats) are the list of animals in schedule 5 [i.e. vermin].

Schedule 6
Cultivation, Collection, extraction, trade, etc. of Plants and its derivatives listed in schedule 6 are prohibited.
Red Vanda, blue Vanda, kuth, pitcher plant, bed domes cycad and ladies slipper orchid are the list of plants
listed in schedule 6.

Q53. Which of the following is/are protected
under Schedule | of Wildlife Protection Act,
1972?

1. Kashmir Stag

2. Black Buck

3. Nilgiri Tahr

4, Nilgai

Select the correct answer using the code given
below:

(a)1,2and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c)3and 4 only

(d) 1,2 and 4 only

> Species listed in Schedule |1l and Schedule IV are also protected, but the penalties are much lower.
> Schedule V includes the animals which may be hunted. The specified endemic plants in Schedule VI are

prohibited from cultivation and planting.
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UPSC Q- 20
> Test-42/ Q- 01

20, In the context of India, which of the following

i/are considered to be practice(s) of Q 1. The future of India’s agriculture economy

lies in crop diversification. Which of the
following are the economic benefit of crop
1. Crop diversification diversification?

1. Decreases negative impacts on the
environment.

3. Tensiometer use 2. Maximizes price fluctuation and balance
food demand.

3. Crop intensification

4. Conserving soil’s nutrient profile

eco-friendly agriculture ?

2. Legume intensification

4.  Vertical farming

Select the correct answer using the code given

below : Select the correct answer using the codes
(a) 1,2and3only given below:
(@) 1,2 and 3 only
(b) 3 only (b) 1,3 and 4 only
(¢) 4only (c) 2 and 4 only
(d) All of the above
(d 1,2,3and4
HGY-P-JHK (11

Q 1. (B) Statement 2 is incorrect: Crop diversification helps to minimize price fluctuations and balance food
demand.

> Crop diversification refers to the growth of more variety of crops or changes in the existing pattern of crop
production.

> The downgrading ecological situation, depleting groundwater levels and declining fertility of soil clear the
need for crop diversification.

> This is aimed at increasing farmer’s income and decreasing negative impacts on the environment while
also conserving the natural resources.

> Besides, it also helps to minimize price fluctuations and balance food demand.

> Bringing diversity in crops results in strengthening ties between crop culture and livestock. It ensures the
availability of rural employment around the year and future of India’s agriculture economy.

> It also results in crop intensification (increase yield per hectare) through the genetic engineering of plants.
> Crops grow in their required environmental conditions thus removing the barriers of lack of irrigation. On

top of it, it brings back the soil’s nutrient profile and environmental sustainability.
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UPSC Q- 22

> Test-36/ Q- 19 and Test 34 Q-73

22. With reference to Indian elephants, consider

the following statements : Q19. Consider the following statements:
Y I el 1 B e TR 1. Project Elephant is a central sponsored
female. . scheme launched in 1980 to protect elephant,
their habitat and corridors.

2. The maximum gestation period can be

22 months. 2. Kerala has the highest number of
3. An elephant can normally go on calving elephants.

till the age of 40 years only. 3. Elephant Census is carried out once in three
4. Among the States in India, the highest years.

elephant population is in Kerala. Which of the statement(s) given above is/ are
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
correct ? (a) 1 only
(a) 1land2only (b)2and 3 only
() 2and4onl (c)1and 2 only

v (d) None of the Above
(¢c) 3only
(d) 1,3 and4only !
Q19. (D)

> Statement 1 is incorrect: Project Elephant is a Central Sponsored Scheme.

> Statement 2 is incorrect: Karnataka has the highest number of elephants.
> Statement 3 is incorrect: Elephant Census is carried out once in five years.
Project Elephant

> It is a centrally sponsored scheme, and was launched in February 1992 for the protection of elephants,
their habitats and corridors.

> The project is been mainly implemented in 16 States/UTs viz, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Odisha, Tamil Nadu,
Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal.

> It also seeks to address the issues of human wildlife conflict and welfare of domesticated elephants.

> The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change provides the financial and technical support to
major elephant range states in the country through Project Elephant.

> Elephant Census is conducted once in 5 years under the aegis of Project elephant.

> In News: The COVID 19 advisory to monitor the health of captive tigers has now been extended to captive
elephants in Karnataka
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UPSC Q- 21

> Test-17/ Q- 90

Q 90. Consider the following statements

With reference to the cultural history of India, modionriupommvuliiiebin
consider the following pairs . 1. Dhamma was the central theme of the
o ' edicts.
1. Parivrajaka —  Renunciant and 2. Edicts clearly defined the meaning of the
Wanderer term ‘Dhamma’ given by Ashoka.
3. It was first deciphered by James Princep.
2. Shramana —  Priest with a Which ?of the above statements is/are
correct
high status
3. Upasaka —  Lay follower of (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 only
Buddhism (c) 2and 3 only
Which of the pairs given above are correctly Wiy
matched ?
(a) 1land2only
(b) 1and 3 only
(¢) 2and3only
(d 1,2and3
Q90. (D)

@ Statement 2 is incorrect: Ashoka spoke of several features of Dhamma in his edicts. He did not clearly
define what Dhamma was.

Ashokan Edicts

@ The great Emperor Ashoka, the third monarch of the Maurya dynasty converted to Buddhism after
witnessing the horrific effects of war in Kalinga. He became a champion and patron of Buddhism and strove
to spread Dhamma throughout his empire and beyond.

@ He erected pillars and edicts all over the subcontinent and even in modern-day Afghanistan, Nepal,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan to spread the Buddha’s word. James Prinsep, a British antiquary and colonial
administrator was the first person to decipher Ashoka’s edicts. These inscriptions are the first tangible
evidence of Buddhism.

@ More than religious discourses, they talk about the moral duties of the people, how to conduct life,
Ashoka’s desire to be a good and benevolent ruler, and about Ashoka’s work towards this end.

@ Asoka used Dhamma as an ideology for ensuring coalescence in the empire. Dhamma became the central
theme of the edicts issued by Asoka.

@ He categorically called himself an upasaka or a lay Buddhist devotee. The minor rock edict at Maski more
specifically labels him as a lay worshipper of the Buddha. The edicts leave little room for doubt about Asoka’s
personal leaning to Buddhism.

@ Asoka used edicts to explain various features of the Dhamma such as respect towards elders, generosity
towards Brahmanas and those who renounced worldly life, treating slaves and servants kindly, and respect
for religions and traditions other than one ‘sown.

@ Asoka only spoke of Dhamma’s various features rather than defining it.
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UPSC Q- 23

> Test-19/ Q- 70

23, Which of the following Protected Areas are
~ located in Cauvery basin ?

Q70. Which of the following are in Nagarhole

1. Nagarhole National Park

2. Papikonda National Park

3. Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve
4. Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary

Select the correct answer using the code given
below :

National Park?

(a) Devamacchi, Maavukal, Anechowkuru,
Cauvery forests.

(b) Neyyar, Peppara and Shendurney Wildlife
Sanctuaries.

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 3 and4only

(c) Chandratal and Sarchu & Kibber Wildlife

§ Al Sancturaries.
(d 1,2 3and4 . . I
(d)  Bherjan-Borajan-Podumoni  Wildlife
¢) Sanctuary.
Q70. (A)

* Option (a) is correct: Devamacchi, Maavukal, Anechowkuru, Cauveryforests are in Nagarhole National
Park.

* The reserve forests include Devamacchi, Maavukal, Anechowkuru, Dodda,Arve, Cauvery, Muddenahalli.
Their addition has increased the area of Nagarahole National Park to 847 square kilometres, from 647.

¢ There addition will bring down humanwildlife conflict in the area as wild animals would get more room to
move from one place to another. Also, more grants can now be obtained to prevent such conflict.

About Nagarhole National Park:

* Nagarahole is named after Nagarahole (Cobra river in the local language, Kannada), a winding river which
runs eastwards through its centre. Situated in the two districts of Mysore and Kodagu in the state of
Karnataka.

¢ |t was originally constituted into a sanctuary in the year 1955 covering an area of 258 sq. kms and
subsequently enlarged to include the adjoining areas of Mysore district and now extends over an area of
643.39 sq. kms which was given the status of a National Park in 1983.

* Nagarahole National Park forms a part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve and together with Bandipur National
Park (875 sq. kms) and Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary (325 sq. kms) to its South East and Wayanad (350 sq.
kms) to the South-West, is one of the last remaining and best protected habitats for endangered species like
the Elephant and the Tiger.
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UPSC Q- 24

> Test-31/ Q- 33 and Test 41 Q-37

Q 33. Consider the statements regarding the
‘Black Redstart (Phoenicurus ochruros)’:

1. The species is found in Asia and Africa only.
2. It is listed as Vulnerable under IUCN Red

24, With reference to India’s biodiversity,
Ceylon frogmouth, Coppersmith barbet,
Gray-chinned minivet and White-throated

redstart are .
_ List.
i (Ginls 3. The bird sticks to Evergreen forest in India.
(b) * Primates Which of the statement(s) is/ are correct?
(¢  Reptiles (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only

(d)  Amphibians (c) 1and 3 only

(d) None of the above

Q33. (D)

> Statement 1 is incorrect: It is found almost throughout Europe, Asia and in the portions of Africa and breed
in the high altitude areas of Kashmir, Ladakh, Tibet and the Central Himalayan Range.

> Statement 2 is incorrect: Listed as Least Concerned under IUCN Red List.

> Statement 3 is incorrect: In India, the bird sticks to areas near wetlands, open cultivation, scrubs, gardens
and orchards.

Black Redstart

> The black redstart (Phoenicurus ochruros) is a small passerine bird in the redstart genus Phoenicurus.

State of India’s Birds 2020
> Recently, the State of India’s Bird 2020 was released at the 13th Conference of Parties of the Convention
on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals which took place in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. > It
assesses the status of 867 Indian birds using a massive database of information contributed by at least 15,500
birdwatchers from across the country and has used ‘citizen science data’ to assess the distribution and trends
in abundance of birds that regularly occur in the country.
> Key highlights of the report are:

126 species have stable or increasing trends over the last 25+ years

Species close to our hearts, like House Sparrow and Indian Peafowl, are doing well

Raptors, migratory shorebirds, and endemics to the Western Ghats have declined considerably

Common species like Small Minivet, Common Greenshank, and Oriental Skylark have declined

Birds that eat invertebrates have declined as a group
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UPSC Q- 25

> Test-32/ Q- 33 and Test 37 Q-25

25. Which one of the following protected areas is Q 33. Consider the following statements
well-known for the conservation of a regarding Hard ground swamp deer

(Barasingha):

. . 1. It is the state animal of Uttar Pradesh.

(Barasingha) that thrives well on hard ground 2. b buan ted vkl & s

and is exclusively graminivorous ? International Union for Conservation of

W anha Natioﬁal Pl Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species.

. Which of the statement(s) is/ are correct?

(b) Manas National Park ' (a)1only (c)Both1and2

(b) 2 only (d) Neither 1 nor 2

sub-species of the Indian swamp deer

(¢) Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary
(d) Tal Chhapar Wildlife Sanctuary

Q 33. (B)

> Statement 1 is incorrect: Hard ground swamp deer is the state animal of Madhya Pradesh (NOT Uttar
Pradesh).

Near-extinct hard ground swamp deer see revival in Kanha

> Barasingha is one of the rarest species of deer family spread across central and northern India only in small
congregations. The deer is native to India and Nepal.

> Barasingha is also known as swamp deer. It is the state animal of Madhya Pradesh.

> It has been listed vulnerable in the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) Red List of
Threatened Species.

> The Indian Barasingha or Swamp Deer is an endangered species of deer and can be seen in protected
sanctuaries in India.

> The Barasingha is a medium-sized deer. It can grow to a height of 130 cm and weigh up to 180 Kg.

> It has been listed vulnerable in the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) Red List of
Threatened Species.

> A number of deer species like the hangul of Kashmir, the barasingha of Madhya Pradesh, the brow-antlered
deer of Manipur, and antelopelike the Himalayan tahr - all adorn the list of endangered species.

> The Kanha Tiger Reserve, spread over Mandla and Balaghat districts, is the only place in the world where
the species exists.

> It is located on the Maikal range of the Satpura hills and is spread over Mandla and Balaghat districts of
Madhya Pradesh.

> It is a first tiger reserve in India to officially introduce a mascot, Bhoorsingh the Barasingha.

> According to a recent survey, the population of Hard ground swamp deer (Barasingha) has increased to
800 in the Kanha National park and Tiger Reserve.

Q 25. Consider the following statements

1. It is the state animal of Madhya Pradesh.
2. It is endemic to Kanha National Park and
Tiger Reserve.

3. They are already extinct in Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

4. It is now found only in south-western Nepal
and central and north-eastern India.

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are
correct?

a) Barasingha

b) Sambar Deer

Q 25. (A)

> Hard ground swamp deer (Barasingha or Rucervus duvaucelii)

> It is the state animal of Madhya Pradesh, is seeing a revival in the Kanha National Park and Tiger Reserve
(KNPTR) after having been perilously close to extinction for a long time.

> The swamp deer is endemic to KNPTR.

> Swam deer are already extinct in Pakistan and Bangladesh.

> It is now found only in south- western Nepal and central and northeastern India.

> There are three subspecies of swamp deer found in the Indian Subcontinent.

> The western swamp deer (Rucervus duvaucelii) found in Nepal, southern swamp deer (Rucervus duvaucelii
branderi) found in central and north India and eastern swamp deer (Rucervus duvaucelii ranjitsinhi) found in
the Kaziranga and Dudhwa National Parks.

> The southern swamp deer has hard hooves and is adapted to hard ground. The other two subspecies are
adapted to swampy areas.
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UPSC Q- 27

> Test-05/ Q- 90 and Test 08 Q-86

27. Which of the following are the most likely Q 90. Which among the following Biodiversity
places to find the musk deer in its natural Conservation Area is/are found in the Trans-
Himalaya?
habitat ? 1. Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary.
2. Hemis High Altitude National Park.
1. Askot Wildlife Sanctuary 3. Namdapha National Park.
Select the correct answer-
2. Gangotri National Park a) 3 only b) 1 and 2 only
c)1,2and3 d) 2 and 3 only

3.  Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary
4.  Manas National Park

Select the correct answer using the code given Q 86. Which of the pair is correctly matched?
e — 1. Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary : Musk dear
2. Keoladeo National Park : Peafowl

(a) 1and2only 3. Great Himalayan National Park : Feral cattle
(b) 2and 3 only Choose the correct answer:

A (a) 2 only
(c) 3and4only (b) 2 and 3 only
(d 1and4only (c) None of these

(d) All of these

Q 90. (B)

The North and Northeastern Mountains: The North and Northeastern Mountains consist of the Himalayas and
the Northeastern hills. The Himalayas consist of a series of parallel mountain ranges. Some of the important
ranges are the Greater Himalayan range, which includes the Great Himalayas and the Trans-Himalayan range,
the Middle Himalayas and the Shiwalik. The general orientation of these ranges is from northwest to the
southeast direction in the northwestern part of India.

Statement 1: Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary is located in the Ladakhi Changthang plateau in the Leh district of
Jammu and Kashmir. It covers an area of almost 1,600 sq. km and is home to the highest altitude water lakes,
namely, Tso Moriri (which also happens to be the highest lake on earth), Pangong Tso and Tso Kar.

Statement 2: Hemis High Altitude National Park is in the eastern Ladakh region of the state of Jammu and
Kashmir in India. It is famous for its snow leopards.

Statement 3: Namdapha National Park is the largest protected area in the Eastern Himalaya biodiversity hotspot
and is located in Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast India.

* The Great Himalayan National Park (GHNP), is one of India’s national parks, is located in Kullu region in
the state of Himachal Pradesh. It is famous for blue sheep, snow leopard, Himalayan brown bear, Himalayan
tahr, and musk deer. The white-bellied musk deer or Himalayan musk deer is a musk deer species occurring in

the Himalayas of Nepal, Bhutan, India, Pakistan and China. It is listed asendangered by the |UCN because

of overexploitation resulting in a probable serious population decline.

It was previously considered a subspecies of the Alpine musk deer, but was separated on the basis of
different skull proportions.

Himalayan musk deer occurs in parts of northern Indiasuch as inJammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. It inhabits high alpine environments above altitudes
of 2,500 m (8,200 ft).
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UPSC Q- 28

> Test-08/ Q- 48 and Test 33 Q-41

Q 48. Consider the following statements

28. In rural road construction, the use of which of ” )
regarding Fly Ash:

the following is preferred for ensuring 1. Fly ash is the finely divided residue that
environmental sustainability or to reduce results from the combustion of pulverized
coal.

carbon footprint ?
P 2. Fly ash is produced by coal-fired electric

and steam generating plants.

i, Copper sla,
pe ¢ 3. It is used in portland cement concrete

2. Cold mix asphalt technology (PCC), and soil and road base stabilization.
' Which of the statements is/are correct?
3. Geotextiles (2) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
4, Hot mix asphalt technology (c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and 3
5. Portland cement
Q 41. With reference to fly ash, consider the

Select the correct answer using the code given following statements:
below : 1. It includes substantial amounts of
. Aluminiumoxide (AlI203) and Calcium oxide

(Ca0o).
2. Silicon dioxide (SiO2) is absent in it.
3. It is a pozzolonic material which behaves
like cement in presence of lime/cement and
water.

(¢) 4and5only Which of the statements given above are

correct?
(d) 1and5only (a) 1 and 2 only
. (b) 1 and 3 only

-C) (c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

(a) 1,2and 3only

(b) 2,3 and4only

Fly ash uses include:

> Concrete production, as a substitute material for Portland cement and sand

> Embankments and other structural fills (usually for road construction)

> Grout and Flowable fill production

> Waste stabilization and solidification

> Cement clinkers production - (as a substitute material for clay)

> Mine reclamation

> Stabilization of soft soils

> Road sub base construction

> As Aggregate substitute material (e.g. for brick production)

> Mineral filler in asphaltic concrete

> Agricultural uses: soil amendment, fertilizer, cattle feeders, soil stabilization in stock feed yards, and
agricultural stakes

> Loose application on rivers to melt ice > Loose application on roads and parking lots for ice control > Other
applications include cosmetics, toothpaste, kitchen counter tops, floor and ceiling tiles, bowling balls,
flotation devices, stucco, utensils, tool handles, picture frames, auto bodies and boat hulls, cellular concrete,
geo-polymers, roofing tiles, roofing granules, decking, fireplace mantles, cinder block, PVC pipe, Structural
Insulated Panels, house siding and trim, running tracks, blasting grit, recycled plastic lumber, utility poles
and cross arms, railway sleepers, highway sound barriers, marine pilings, doors, window frames, scaffolding,
sign posts, crypts, columns, railroad ties, vinyl flooring, paving stones, shower stalls, garage doors, park
benches, landscape timbers, planters, pallet blocks, molding, mail boxes, artificial reef, binding agent, paints
and under coatings, metal castings, and filler in wood and plastic products.

> Fly ash can be used in various fields such as, embankment, Portland cement, soil stabilization, flowable fill,
asphalt concrete, geopolymers, roller compacted concrete, bricks, metal matrix composites, waste
treatment and stabilization, as a catalyst etc.

> Fly ash is a pozzolonic material which behaves like cement in presence of lime/cement and water. In
common soils, fly ash will not behave like cementatious material. It should not be used in the soils where
lime treatment is being given.
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> Test-08/ Q- 48 and Test 33 Q-41

Q 41. With reference to fly ash, consider the
following statements:

1. It includes substantial amounts of
Aluminiumoxide (AlI203) and Calcium oxide

29. Consider the following statements :

s Coal ash contains arsenic, lead and

mercury. (Ca0).
. 2. Silicon dioxide (SiO2) is absent in it.
3. It is a pozzolonic material which behaves

2. - W S
Coalfired R plants release su]phur like cement in presence of lime/cement and

dioxide and oxides of nitrogen into the water.
] Which of the statements given above are
environment. | correct?
) . ) ) (a) 1 and 2 only
3.  High ash content is observed in Indian (b) 1 and 3 only
ol (c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Which of the statements given above is/are
Q 48. Consider the following statements

correct ? regarding Fly Ash:
1. Fly ash is the finely divided residue that
(@)  lonly results from the combustion of pulverized
coal.

(b) 2and30nly 2. Fly ash is produced by coal-fired electric

and steam generating plants.

(c) 3 only 3. It is used in portland cement concrete
@ 1,2and3 (PCC), and soil and road base stabilization.
Which of the statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d)1,2and 3

Fly ash uses include:

> Concrete production, as a substitute material for Portland cement and sand

> Embankments and other structural fills (usually for road construction)

> Grout and Flowable fill production

> Waste stabilization and solidification

> Cement clinkers production - (as a substitute material for clay)

> Mine reclamation

> Stabilization of soft soils

> Road sub base construction

> As Aggregate substitute material (e.g. for brick production)

> Mineral filler in asphaltic concrete

> Agricultural uses: soil amendment, fertilizer, cattle feeders, soil stabilization in stock feed yards, and
agricultural stakes

> Loose application on rivers to melt ice > Loose application on roads and parking lots for ice control > Other
applications include cosmetics, toothpaste, kitchen counter tops, floor and ceiling tiles, bowling balls,
flotation devices, stucco, utensils, tool handles, picture frames, auto bodies and boat hulls, cellular concrete,
geo-polymers, roofing tiles, roofing granules, decking, fireplace mantles, cinder block, PVC pipe, Structural
Insulated Panels, house siding and trim, running tracks, blasting grit, recycled plastic lumber, utility poles
and cross arms, railway sleepers, highway sound barriers, marine pilings, doors, window frames, scaffolding,
sign posts, crypts, columns, railroad ties, vinyl flooring, paving stones, shower stalls, garage doors, park
benches, landscape timbers, planters, pallet blocks, molding, mail boxes, artificial reef, binding agent, paints
and under coatings, metal castings, and filler in wood and plastic products.

> Fly ash can be used in various fields such as, embankment, Portland cement, soil stabilization, flowable fill,
asphalt concrete, geopolymers, roller compacted concrete, bricks, metal matrix composites, waste
treatment and stabilization, as a catalyst etc.

> Fly ash is a pozzolonic material which behaves like cement in presence of lime/cement and water. In
common soils, fly ash will not behave like cementatious material. It should not be used in the soils where
lime treatment is being given.
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35, In which one of the following groups are all

the four countries members of G20 ?

(a) Argentina, Mexico, South Africa and
Turkey

(b) Australia, Canada, Malaysia and
New Zealand

(¢) Brazil, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam

(d) Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and South

Korea

Q98. (A)

UPSC Q- 35

> Test-30/ Q- 98

Q 98. Which of the following countries are
not the members of G20?
1. Pakistan

2. Iran

3. Saudi Arabia

4. South Africa

5. Turkey

6. Indonesia

Select the correct answer:
(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 1and 3 only
(c)1,3,5and 6 only

(d) 1,4, 5and 6 only

The G20 is an international forum of 19 countries and the European Union. The 19 countries are Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, South Korea, South
Africa, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, United Kingdom and USA.

Since it operates as a forum and not as an organization, it does not have any permanent secretariat or

administrative structure.

upscwithnikhil@gmail.com

Mo.- +91-7558644556



www.upscwithnikhil.com
UPSC Q- 36
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36. Under the Kisan Credit Card scheme, X X
short-term credit support is given to farmers Q 24.‘ Copsnder thg following statements
for which of the following purposes ? regarding Kisan Credit Card (KCC) Scheme:
1. It provides crop loans for notified crops that

are covered under Crop Insurance Scheme.
2. It assures availability of credit during

Working capital for maintenance of

farm assets

2. Purchase of combine harvesters, » . g
F P - A harvest period only, which reduces interest
burden for the farmer.
% -Ounesgption. requisemenis W e 3. It provides working capital for maintenance
R of farm assets like agriculture, dairy animals,
4. Post-harvest expenses inland fishery, floriculture and horticulture
5. Construction of family house and etc.
setting up of village cold storage facility Which of the statements is/are incorrect?
Select the correct answer using the code given (a) 1 Oﬂly
below : (b) 2 Only
(a) 1,2 and5 only :Z)) 12 aar:;zs

(b) 1,3 and 4 only,

(e) 2,3,4and5 only
(d) 1,2,3,4and 5

Q 24. (B)

e Statement 2 is incorrect: It assures availability of credit at any time, which reduces interest burden for the
farmer.

Kisan Credit Card (KCC)

¢ KCC scheme was prepared by National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) on the
recommendation of R.V. Gupta committee in 1998-99 to fulfil the financial requirements of the farmers at
various stages of farming through institutional credit.

* Objectives of KCC: — To meet the short-term credit requirements for cultivation of crops

— Post-harvest expenses

— Produce Marketing loan

— Consumption requirements of farmer household

— Working capital for maintenance of farm assets, activities allied to agriculture, like dairy animals, inland
fishery and also working capital required for floriculture, horticulture etc.

- Investment credit requirement for agriculture and allied activities like pump sets, sprayers, dairy animals,
floriculture, horticulture etc.

e Advantages of the KCC Scheme to the farmers:

— Simplifies disbursement procedures

— Removes rigidity regarding cash and kind

— No need to apply for a loan for every crop

— Assured availability of credit at any time enabling reduced interest burden for the farmer.
— Helps buy seeds, fertilizers at farmer’s convenience and choice

— Credit facility for 3 years — no need for seasonal appraisal

— Maximum credit limit based on agriculture income

— Any number of withdrawals subject to credit limit
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e 47, Consider the following statements
regarding Wholesale Price Index (WPI):

1. India calculates its inflation on two price
indices: Wholesale Price Index (WPI) and
Consumer Price Index (CPI1).

2. The wages or salaries of the central

37. Consider the following statements :

1, The weightage of food in Consumer
Price Index (CPI) is higher than that in

Wholesale Price Index (WPI), government employees are revised on the
basis of the changes occurring in WPI index.
2, The WPI does not capture changes in 3. WPI slipped to 3.07% in April, 2019 on

cheaper of food articles while prices of fuel
and primary articles remained high.
Which of the above statements are correct?

the prices of services, which CPI does.

3.  Reserve Bank of India has now adopted

(a) 1 only

WP as its key measure of inflation and (b) 2 only

to decide on changing the key policy (c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1and 3

rates.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct ?
Q 89. In 2014 RBI changed the nominal
(a) 1and 2 only anchor for monetary policy from Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) to Consumer Price Index
(b) 2only (CPI). How is WPI still relevant to Indian
’ economy?
(c) 3only 1. WPI better captures imported inflation.
(d 1,2and3 2. WPI can help determine the depth of
demand slowdown in economy
3. WPI captures the trend in services sector
Choose the correct answer:
(a) Only 1 (b) 1and 2 only
(c) Only 2 (d) 2and 3 only
Q 89. (B)

> Statements 1 and 2 are correct

> Statement 3 in incorrect: CPI captures the trend in services sector

> With the adoption of inflation targeting, RBI changed its nominal anchor to Consumer Price Index (CPI)-
based inflation.

> This change made sense because services constitute a big component of demand, and was not captured
by WPL.

> Recently, WPl is witnessing a persistent downward trend. Manufactured products inflation have become
negative, and slipped into deflation.

> The reason behind WPI collapse is fall in global commodity prices (mostly basic metals prices).

> WPI captures the pricing power of manufacturers. A prolonged period of low WPI indicates erosion in
pricing power of manufacturers/Indian companies.

> A sharp fall in WPI indicates that the demand slowdown is pervasive in all parts of the economy.

> WPI can be used in assessing economic growth, since it captures the imported inflation/ disinflation.
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38. Consider the following pairs : Q5. Consider the following statements with respect
) ) to Mekong river:
River Flows into 1. It orginates in Myanmar and flows through Laos,
1. Mekong — Andaman Sea Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.
2. The Golden Triangle area, formed by the
2. Thames —  Irish Sea confluence of the Mekong River and the Ruak River,
3. Volga e Dol e is a natural boundary between Laos, Myanmar and
Thailand.
4, Zambezi — Indian Ocean Which of the statements given above are correct?
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly :)) ;:t:"; — :)) ;:'::“;r —

matched ?
Q 19. Which of the following statement(s) is/

() 1and 2only are correct regarding ‘Grand Ethiopian

al Renaissance Dam (GERD)’?
(b) 3 only
1. The Dam is under construction in the
(c) 3and4only Benishangul-Gumuz region of Ethiopia, on the
Blue Nile River.
(d) 1,2and 4 only 2. The Blue Nile merges with Zambezi river in
Sudan before flowing into Egypt and towards
HGY-P-JHKI (19 the Mediterranean.

3. The dam will offer major benefits to
Ethiopia, Turkey and Libya.

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Q5. (B)

@ Mekong River is the 7th longest in Asia, and the 12th longest in the world.

3@ It orginates from the Tibetian Plateau and runs through China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and
Vietnam.

@ In China, the river has another name as Lancang River. It origins from Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
in Qinghai Province.

@ The Golden Triangle area, formed by the confluence of the Mekong River and the Ruak River, is a natural
boundary between,

1. Laos (to the east of the Mekong River),

2. Myanmar (to the north of the Ruak River) and

3. Thailand (to the west of the Mekong River).

@ The Golden Triangle area is the largest tourist trap in northern Thailand.

@ The Mekong River Delta in southern Vietnam offers the fertile lands on which the Vietnamese people grow
half of their nation’s agricultural product.

@ The Irrawaddy dolphin exists in small isolated populations around Southeast Asia in Mekong River.

@ Some populations are close to extinction such as the those in the Mekong River and Malampaya Sound in the
?hilippines.
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40. With reference to the Indian economy, Q 72. Consider the following statements
consider the following statements : about the Call Money Rate:

1. It is the rate at which short term and long

1. ‘Commercial Paper’ is a short-term term funds are borrowed and lend in the

money market.

unsecured promissory note. . AT o .
2. A tight liquidity condition leads to a fall in

2.  ‘Certificate of Deposit’ is a long-term gall' “l_':°“eY rate. - I
. . . . It has maturity o ay only.
instrument issued by the Reserve Bank Which of the above statements is/are
of India to a corporation. correct?
‘ : (a) 1 only
3. ‘Call Money' is a short-term finance (b) 2 only
used for interbank transactions. (c) 1 and 3 only
' (d) 3 only
4, ‘Zero-Coupon Bonds’ are the interest
bearing short-term bonds issued by the Q 46. Which of the following are the legal
Scheduled Commercial Banks to instruments designed to raise the fund in the

organised money market sector in India?

corporations. s i
1. Certificate of deposits
Which of the statements given above is/are 2. Hundis
correct ? 3. Money market mutual funds

4. Treasury bills

(@) land2only 5. Commercial papers

(b) 4only Select the correct answer:
(a) 3, 4 and 5 only

e KRgly (b) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only

(d 2,3 and4only (c)1,2,4and 5 only

(d)1,2,3,4and5

Q72. (D)

7 Statement 1 is incorrect: It is the rate at which only short-term funds are borrowed and lend in the money
market.

@ Statement 2 is incorrect: A tight liquidity condition leads to a rise in call money rate.

Call Money Rate

@ Banks have to maintain a minimum level of cash to meet the daily transaction level and also maintain the
Cash Reserve Ratio. the minimum cash balance that has tube maintained by banks. It is decided by Reserve
Bank of India time to time.

@ When the cash in banks falls below this minimum requirement due to sudden rise in demand caused by
either festival season, holidays etc. they need quick supply of cash. Also, during such times, the ATMs need
tube fully funded.

@ Call money rate is the rate at which short-term funds are borrowed and lent in the money market.

@ Call money deals with day to day cash requirement of banks. Banks that are faced with cash shortage

Q 46. (B)

Financial markets in every economy have two separate segments, i.e, one is to catering the requirements of
short-term funds and the other is the long-term funds.

>Money market is the short-term financial market of an economy. In this market, money is traded between

individuals or groups (i.e., financial institutions, banks, government, companies, etc.), who are either cash-

surplus or cash-scarce. The short term period is defined as upto 364 days.

>Money market in India is not an integrated unit and has two segments— Unorganised Money Market and

Organised Money Market.

>Instruments of organised money market: Treasury Bills: They are used by the Central Government to fulfill

its short-term liquidity requirement upto the period of 364 days.

Call Money Market: Borrowing and lending of funds for overnight basis.

Certificate of Deposit: They are used by the banks and issued to the depositors for a specified period ranging

less than one year. They are negotiable and tradable in the money market.

Commercial Bills

Commercial Papers: It is used by the corporate houses in India.
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41. With reference to Foreign Direct Investment Q 74. Which of the following statements
in India, which one of the following is regarding Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in
considered its major characteristic ? India is/ are correct?

1. FDI in India was allowed after the BoP crisis
(a) It is the investment through capital of 1991.
instruments essentially in a listed 2. FDI inflows are component of current
company. account of BoP.
) . . 2 3. In India, FDI is not allowed in the real estate
(b) Tt is a largely non-debt creating capital s
flow. Select the correct answer using the code given
() It is the investment which involves below:
debt-servicing. (8) 1 only
: (b) 1 and 3 only
(d) It is the investment made by foreign (c) 2 and 3 only
institutional  investors  in  the (d)1,2and3

Government securities.

Q74. (B)

[@ Statement 2 is incorrect: FDI inflow is a component of capital account of BoP.

Foreign Direct Investment

@ Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is an investment made by a firm/individual of one country into business
interests located in another country.

@ Generally, FDI takes place when an investor establishes foreign business operations or acquires foreign
business assets, including establishing ownership or controlling interest in a foreign company. Thus, by
nature, FDI is a long-term investment.

@ Advantages of FDI include:

@ Foreign expertise and technology

transfer

@ Human capital formation,

@ Contributes to international trade integration

[ Helps create a more competitive business environment and enhances enterprise development

@ Generate employment and thus drive economic growth.

FDI in India

[ FDI was introduced in India in 1991after the LPG reforms which opened the economy to the world.

@ India passed Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA), 1999 to consolidate and amend the law relating
to foreign exchange with the objective of facilitating external trade and payments and for promoting the
orderly development and maintenance of foreign exchange market in India.

@ This act seeks to make offenses related to foreign exchange civil offenses.

@ It enables a new foreign exchange management regime consistent with the emerging framework of the
World Trade Organization (WTO).

@ FEMA replaced the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA).

@ FDI is permitted in all sectors including the service sector in India, with certain restrictions in a few sectors
where the existing and notified sectoral policy does not permit FDI beyond a ceiling.

@ The prohibited sectors include Betting, Gambling, and Lottery; Chit funds; Nidhi Company; Real Estate,
etc.

@ FDI for most cases can be brought through Automatic Route and for the remaining case as elaborated
below through the Government approval.

@ FDI inflows are reported under the capital account of the Balance of payments (BoP).

upscwithnikhil@gmail.com Mo.- +91-7558644556



www.upscwithnikhil.com

UPSC Q- 48

> Test-22/ Q- 47
48. With reference to the Indian economy after Q 47. Consider the following statements
the 1991 economic liberalization, consider the ' . .
following statements : regarding the policy changes made under the
1. Worker productivity (¥ per worker at  agriculture sector during the Liberalisation,
2004 — 05 prices) increased in urban  Privatisation, and Globalisation reforms in
areas while it decreased in rural areas. a
India:
1. Increase in import duties on agricultural
products
2. Removal of Minimum Support Price
3. Lifting of Quantitative Restrictions on

2. The percentage share of rural areas in
the workforce steadily increased.

3. In rural areas, the growth in non-farm
economy increased.

4, The growth rate in rural employment
decreased. agricultural products

Which of the statements given above islare ~ Which of the above statements is/are
correct ? correct?
(a) ~ 1and 2 only (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 and 4 only (b) 3 only
(¢) 3only (c) 2and 3 only
(d 1,2and 4 only (d)1,2and 3

HGY-P-JHKI (23

Q47. (()

> Statement 1 is incorrect: During Liberalisation, Privatisation, and Globalisation (LPG) reforms import
duties on agricultural products were reduced (not increased).

Liberalisation, Privatisation, and Globalisation (LPG) Reforms in Agriculture

> LPG Reforms have not been able to benefit agriculture, where the growth rate has been decelerating.
Public investment in the agriculture sector especially in infrastructure, which includes irrigation, power,
roads, market linkages and research and extension (which played a crucial role in the Green Revolution), has
fallen in the reform period.

> Further, the removal of fertilizer subsidy has led to an increase in the cost of production, which has severely
affected the small and marginal farmers.

> This sector has been experiencing a number of policy changes such as the reduction in import duties on
agricultural products, removal of minimum support price and lifting of quantitative restrictions on
agricultural products; these have adversely affected Indian farmers as they have to face increased
international competition.

> Moreover, because of export-oriented policy strategies in agriculture, there has been a shift from
production for the domestic market towards production for the export market focusing on cash crops in lieu
of production of food grains. This puts pressure on the prices of food grains.
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54. Consider the following statements :

Q 83. Consider the following statements with

upscwithnikhil@gmail.com

1. Genetic changes can be introduced in
the cells thaf. produce eggs or sperms of respect to Stem Cells:
a prospective parent, 1. It can be used to regenerate new tissues
2. A person’s genome can be edited before with specialized functions.
birth at the early embryonic stage. 2. Induced Pluripotent stem cells have very
3.  Human induced pluripotent stem cells limited applications and can generate only a
can be injected into the embryo of a pig. few types of tissues.
Which of the statements given above is/are Which of the statements given above is/are
correct ? correct?
(a) 1lonly (a) 1 only
(b) 2and 3 only (b) 2 only
() 2only (c) Both 1 and 2
(d 1,2and3 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q83. (A)

Statement 1 is correct: Stem cells can be guided into becoming specific cells that can be used to regenerate
and repair diseased or damaged tissues in people. Statement 2 is incorrect:

> Embryonic stem cells: These stem cells come from embryos that are three to five days old. At this stage,
an embryo is called a blastocyst and has about 150 cells.

> Adult stem cells: These stem cells are found in small numbers in most adult tissues, such as bone marrow
or fat. Compared with embryonic stem cells, adult stem cells have a more limited ability to give rise to various
cells of the body.

> Perinatal stem cells: Researchers have discovered stem cells in amniotic fluid as well as umbilical cord
blood. These stem cells also have the ability to change into specialized cells.

> Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells (iPS): iPSC are derived from skin or blood cells that have been
reprogrammed back into an embryonic-like pluripotent state that enables the development of an unlimited
source of any type of human cell needed for therapeutic purposes.
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63. Indigo cultivation in India declined by the Q 74. With reference to Champaran

beginning of the 20" century because of Sstyagraha, consider the following
statements:

(a) peasant resistance to the .oppressive 1. The movement was led by Mahatma

Gandhi along with Rajendra Prasad, Narhari

conduct of planters Parikh, Ravi Shankar Vyas and J.B Kripalani.

(b) its unprofitability in the world market

because of new inventions 2. The satyagraha ended when planters

agreed to refund all of the money they had
taken illegally from the peasants.
Which of the statements is/are correct?

(¢) national leaders’ opposition to the

cultivation of indigo

(d) Government control over the planters (a) 1 only
: (b) 2 only
HGY-P-JHKI (29-C (c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q74. (D)

¢ Champaran Satyagraha took place in 1917 under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. It was the first civil
disobedience action in the history of Indian National Movement.

¢ The story of Champaran begins in the early nineteenth century when European planters had involved the
cultivators in agreements that forced them to cultivate indigo on 3/20th (not all) of their holdings (known
as the tinkathia system). Towards the end of the nineteenth century, German synthetic dyes forced indigo
out of the market and the European planters of Champaran, keen to release the cultivators from the
obligation of cultivating indigo, tried to turn their necessity to their advantage by securing enhancements in
rent and other illegal dues as a price for the release.

* Resistance had surfaced in 1908 as well, but the exactions of the planters continued till Raj Kumar Shukla,
a local man, decided to follow Gandhiji all over the country to persuade him to come to Champaran to
investigate the problem.

* Gandhiji and his colleagues, who now included Brij Kishore, Rajendra Prasad and other members of the
Bihar intelligentsia, Mahadev Desai and Narhari Parikh, two young men from Gujarat who had thrown in
their lot with Gandhiji, and J.B. Kripalani, (Ravi Shankar Vyas was involved in Kheda Satyagraha) toured the
villages and from dawn to dusk recorded the statements of peasants, interrogating them to make sure that
they were giving correct information. Hence statement 1 is not correct.

* The Government appointed a Commission of Inquiry to go into the whole issue and nominated Gandhiji as
one of its members. As a compromise with the planters, he agreed that they refund only twenty-five percent
(not a hundred percent) of the money they had taken illegally from the peasants. Answering critics who
asked why he did not ask for a full refund, Gandhiji explained that even this refund had done enough damage
to the planters’ prestige and position. As was often the case, Gandhiji's assessment was correct and, within
a decade, the planters left the district altogether. Hence statement 2 is not correct.
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64, Wellesley established the Fort William Q 30. Which among the following civil services
reforms were introduced by Lord Cornwallis?

_ 1. Promotion in civil services on the basis of
(a) he was asked by the Board of Directors seniority_

at London to do so 2. Establishment of Fort William college at Calcutta
to train young recruits.
3. Holding civil services examination in India.
Select the correct answer:

College at Calcutta because

(b) he wanted to revive interest in oriental

learning in India

(¢) hewanted to provide William Carey and

his associates with employment a) 1 only b) 2 and 3 only

c)1and3onl d)1,2and3
(d) he wanted to train British civilians for ) ’ )

administrative purpose in India

Q30. (A)

Lord Cornwallis, who came to India as Governor-General in 1786, was determined to purify the administration,
but he realised that the Company's servants would not give honest and efficient service so long as they were
not given adequate salaries. He therefore enforced the rules against private trade and acceptance of presents
and bribes by officials with strictness.

At the same time, he raised the salary of the Company's servants. For example, the Collector of a district was to
be paid Rs. 1500 a month and one per cent commission on the revenue collection of his district. In fact the
Company's Civil Service became the highest paid service in the world. Cornwallis also laid down that promotion
in the Civil Services would be by seniority so that its members would remain independent of outside influence.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.

In 1800, Lord Wellesley pointed out that even though civil servants often ruled over vast areas, they came to
India at the immature age of 18 or so and were given no regular training before starting on their jobs. They
generally lacked knowledge of Indian languages. Wellesley therefore established the Fort William college at
Calcutta for the education of young recruits to the Civil Services. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

Civil services examination started to be held in India from 1922 (Lord Reading) onwards. It was not introduced
by Lord Cornwallis. Hence, statement 3 is not correct.
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65. With reference to the history of India, Q 62. "It was one of the greatest tribal uprisings in

“Ulgulan” or the Great Tumult is the Southern India, in which the hill tribesmen in coastal
description of which of the following events ? Andhra revolted against a new restrictive forest
regulation which prevented them from engaging in
(2)  The Revolt of 1857 their traditional agricultural system in 1879".
Which among the following tribal uprising is best ,\w
(b) The Mappila Rebellion of 1921 . a
| described by the above passage? I
(¢)  The Indigo Revolt of 1859 - 60
(d)  Birsa Munda's Revoltof 1899 - 1900
a) Rampa Revolt b) Ramosi Risings
c) Munda Revolt d) Samta Uprisings

Q62 (A)

@ Rampa Revolt: The hill tribesmen of Rampa in coastal Andhra revolted in 1879 against the depredations of the
government-supported mansabdar and the new restrictive forest regulations. Only after a large military
operation could the rebels be defeated in 1880.

& Ramosi Risings: The Ramosis, the hill tribes of the Western Ghats, had not reconciled to the British rule and
the British pattern of administration.

They rose under Chittur Singh in 1822 and plundered the country around Satara. Again, there were eruptions in
1825-26 and the disturbances continued till 1829.

@ Munda Revolt: For over three decades, the Munda sardars of Chhotanagpur had been struggling against the
destruction of their system of common land-holdings by the intrusion of jagirdars, thikadars (revenue farmers)
and traders-moneylenders. During the last decade of the nineteenth century, the Mundas rose under Birsa
Munda in a religious movement or rebellion (“ulgulan”) with an agrarian and political content. They aimed to
establish a Munda rule in the land by killing thikadars, jagirdars, rajas and hakims. To bring about the liberation,
Birsa gathered Mundas armed with swords, spears, battle-axes, and bows and arrows. Birsa was, however,
captured in 1900 and he died in jail the same year.

@ Bhil Uprisings: The Bhils, an aboriginal tribe concentrated around Khandesh, revolted against their new
masters, the East India Company, fearing agrarian hardships and the worst under the new regime. One of their
leaders was Sewaram. The Bhils revolted in 1817-19, and again in 1825, 1836 and 1846.

- A s
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> Test-13/ Q- 23

66. With reference to the scholars/litterateurs of

ancient India, consider the following Q 23. With reference to the Gupta ruler,

A Chandragupta |Il, consider the following
o oo e T n statements:
L KT i niei. w iy 1. He patronized scholars like Dhanvantri and
Shunga. - - .
Amarsimha.
2. Amarasimha is associated  with 2. Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang visited India
Harshavardhana. in his time.
3. Kalidasa is associated with Chandra 3. The successors of Chandragupta Il had to
Gupta - II. face an invasion by the Hunas from Central
Which of the statements given above is/are Asia.
correct ? Which of the statements is/are correct?
(a) 1and2only a) 1 only

b) 1 and 3 only
¢) 1and 2 only
(¢) 3only d)1,2and3
(d 1,2and3

(b) 2 and 3 only

)

Q23. (B)

The reign of Chandragupta Il (Vikramaditya) saw the high watermark of the Gupta Empire. His court at Ujjain
was adorned by numerous scholars, called the Navratnas (Nine gems).

— Amarsimha: Sanskrit lexicographer and a poet, and his Amarkosha are a vocabulary of Sanskrit roots,
homonyms and synonyms.

_ Dhanvantri: He was a great physician.

_ Harisena: He is known to have composed the Prayag Prasasti or Allahabad Pillar Inscription.

_ Kalidasa: He is the immortal poet and playwright of India, and a peerlessgenius whose works became
famous worldwide in modern world.

Malavikagnimitra, Abhijnanashakuntalam and Vikramorvashi were written by Kalidasa.

_ Kahapanaka: He was an astrologer.

_ Sanku: He was a pioneer in the field of architecture.

_ Varahamihira: He was an eminent astronomer and mathematician. He wrote three important books:
Panchasiddhantika, Brihat Samhita and Brihat Jataka.

_ Vararuchi: He was a grammarian and a Sanskrit scholar. Vararuchi is said to be the author of Prakrit
Prakasha, which is the first Grammar of Prakrit Language.

_ Vetalbhatta: He was a magician.

_ It was during his time that the Chinese traveller Fa-Hien/ Fa-hsien visited India. Hiuen Tsang visited India
during the rule of Emperor Harsha Vardhana.

_ The successors of Chandragupta Il had to face an invasion by the Hunas from Central Asia in the second
half of the Fifth century AD. Although initially the Gupta king Skandagupta took effective measures to stem
the march of the Hunas into India, his successors proved to be weak and were unable to cope with the Huna
invaders.
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> Test-24/ Q- 32 and Test-32/ Q- 13

70. With reference to “Blockchain Technology”,
consider the following statements :

Q 32. The term ‘Distributed Ledger’ is often
seen in the news in context of which of the

1. It is a public ledger that everyone can following technologies?
inspect, - but which no single user (a) Artificial Intelligence
trols. .
controis (b) Blockchain Technology
2. The structure and design of blockchain (c) Cyber Physical System
is such that all the data in it are about (d) Internet of Things
cryptocurrency only.
3. Applications that depend on basic Q 13. Which of the following statements are

features of blockchain can be developed
without anybody’s permission.

true about ‘blockchain’ technology?
1. The blockchain is an incorruptible digital

ledger that is programmed to record only
financial transactions.
2. Hash pointer acts as a link between blocks.
(a) 1only 2. Bitcoin is a blockchain-mediated
® 1and?2onl cryptocurrency, which exists only online.
Y Choose the correct answer:

(a) Only 1
E (b)Only 1 & 2

(c) Only 2 and 3

(d)1,2and 3

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct ?

(¢) 2only
(d) 1and3only

Q 32. (B)

Basics of Blockchain

Blockchain is a series of data linked together. At its most basic level,

blockchain is literally just a chain of blocks, but not in the traditional sense of those words. When we say the
words “block” and “chain” in this context, we are actually talking about digital information (the “block”™)
stored in a public database (the “chain”).

How does it work?

Every single transaction is linked to the chain using cryptographic principles in batches, making blocks. The
blocks are connected to each other and have unique identifier codes (called hashes) that connect them to
the previous and the subsequent blocks. This forms a blockchain, usually in the form of a continuous ledger
of transactions. It is not owned by any one individual. The series is managed and stored across several
computer systems. Each ledger is shared, copied and stored on every computer connected in the system.
Distributed Ledger and Blockchain Technology

> Each computer in the blockchain network has its own copy of the blockchain, which means that there are
thousands, or in the case of Bitcoin, millions of copies of the same blockchain.

> Although each copy of the blockchain is identical, spreading that information across a network of
computers makes the information more difficult to manipulate.

> With blockchain, there is not a single, definitive account of events that can be manipulated. Instead, a
hacker would need to manipulate every copy of the blockchain on the network. This is what is meant by
blockchain being a "distributed ledger”.

Q13. (C)

> Statements 2 and 3 are correct

> Statement 1 is incorrect: Blockchain can be programmed to record not just financial transactions but
virtually everything of value.

> The blockchain is an incorruptible digital

ledger of economic transactions that can be programmed to record not just financial transactions but
virtually everything of value.

> A block in the Blockchain is nothing but just a list of records. When these lists are joined with each other,
they are known as Blockchain. For e.g. — an organization has 100 ledger books the combination of which is
known as Blockchain and a single ledger would be known as a block.
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77. The Gandhi-Irwin Pact included which of the
following ? Q 88. Which of the following was/were not

h ¥ Invitation to Congress to participate in accepted in the Gandhi-Irwin Pact?
e Eipl Talily Coplaans 1. Public inquiry into police excesses

2. ith i . " .
SHARnmanl IE TS i ) 2. Commutation of Bhagat Singh and his
in connection with the Civil . 3
Disobedience Movement comrades’ death sentence to life sentence

3. Acceptance of Gandhiji’'s suggestion for 3' R'8ht to make Salt in CoaStal Vi"ages fOI'
enquiry into police excesses personal Consumption

4.  Release of only those prisoners who Select the correct answer using the code given
were not charged with violence beIOW'

Select the correct answer using the code given (a) 1 only

below :

(a) 1only , (b) 1and 2 only

(b) 1,2 and 4 only (c)2and 3 only

(c) 3 only (d) 1, 2and 3

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

HGY-P-JHKI (35
Q8s. (B)

On January 25, 1931, Gandhi and all other members of the Congress Working Committee (CWC) were
released unconditionally. The CWC authorized Gandbhi to initiate discussions with the Viceroy. As a result of
these discussions, a Pact was signed between the Viceroy, representing the British Indian Government and
Gandbhi, representing the Indian people, in Delhi on February 14, 1931. This Delhi Pact, also known as the
Gandhi-Irwin Pact, placed the Congress on an equal footing with the government. Irwin, on behalf of the
government, agreed on —

1. immediate release of all political prisoners, not convicted of violence;

2. remission of all fines, not yet collected;

3. return of all lands, not yet sold to third parties;

4. lenient treatment to those government servants who had resigned;

5. right to make salt in coastal villages for personal consumption (not for sale);

6. right to peaceful and nonaggressive picketing; and 7. withdrawal of emergency ordinances.

The Viceroy, however, turned down two of Gandhi’s demands —

(i) public inquiry into police excesses, and

(i) commutation of Bhagat Singh and his comrades’ death sentence to life sentence. Gandhi, on behalf of
the Congress, agreed —

(i) to suspend the Civil Disobedience Movement, and

(ii) to participate in the next Round Table Conference on the

constitutional question around the three lynch-pins of federation, Indian responsibility, and reservations and
safeguards that may be necessary in India’s interests (covering such areas as defence, external affairs,
position of minorities, financial credit of India and discharge of other obligations).
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> Test-01/ Q- 29

81. A Parliamentary System of Government is

one in which

Q 29. Which of the following is merit of the
Parliamentary System?
1. Wide Representation

(a) all political parties in the Parliament
are represented in the Government

(b)  the Government is responsible to the

Parliament and can be removed by it 2. Responsible Government

(¢)  the Government is elected by the people || 3. Harmony between Legislature and Executive
and can be removed by them Select the correct answer:

(d) the Government is chosen by the (a) 1 only (b) , 0n|y

Parliament but cannot be removed by it
before completion of a fixed term

(c) 1and 3 only (d) All of these

Q29. (D)

The parliamentary system of government has the following merits:

Harmony Between Legislature and Executive: The greatest advantage of the parliamentary system is that it
ensures harmonious relationship and cooperation between the legislative and executive organs of the
government. The executive is a part of the legislature and both are interdependent at work. As a result, there
is less scope for disputes and conflicts between the two organs.

Responsible Government: By its very nature, the parliamentary system establishes a responsible
government. The ministers are responsible to the Parliament for all their acts of omission and commission.

The Parliament exercises control over the ministers through various devices like question hour, discussions,
adjournment motion, no confidence motion, etc.

Prevents Despotism: Under this system, the executive authority is vested in a group of individuals (council
of ministers) and not in a single person. This dispersal of authority checks the dictatorial tendencies of the
executive. Moreover, the executive is responsible to the Parliament and can be removed by a no-confidence
motion.

Ready Alternative Government: In case the ruling party loses its majority, the Head of the State can invite
the opposition party to form the government. This means an alternative government can be formed without
fresh elections.

Wide Representation: In a parliamentary system, the executive consists of a group of individuals (i.e.,
ministers who are representatives of the people). Hence, it is possible to provide representation to all
sections and regions in the government. The prime minister while selecting his ministers can take this factor
into consideration.
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> Test-31/ Q- 32

Q 32. Consider the statements regarding the
Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP):

1. They are considered as ‘novel features’ of
the Indian Constitution.

2. These are borrowed from Government of
India Act of 1935.

3. They embody the concept of welfare state.
4. They put positive obligations on the state.

82. Which part of the Constitution of India
declares the ideal of Welfare State ?

() Directive Principles of State Policy Which of the above statements are correct?
(b)  Fundamental Rights (a) 1 and 2 only
(¢) Preamble (b) 1,3 and 4 only

(c) 2and 4 only

(d) Seventh Schedule (d)1,2,3and 4

Q32. (8)

> Statement 2 is incorrect: The framers of the Constitution borrowed this idea from the Irish Constitution
of 1937, which had copied it from the Spanish Constitution.

Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP):

> The DPSP are enumerated in Part IV of the Constitution from Articles 36 to 51.

The framers of the Constitution borrowed this idea from the Irish Constitution of 1937, which had copied
it from the Spanish Constitution.

> They just resemble the ‘Instrument of Instructions’ enumerated in the Government of India Act of 1935,
which were issued to the Governor-General and to the Governors of the colonies of India by the British
Government.

> Dr. B.R. Ambedkar described these principles as ‘novel features’ of the Indian Constitution. The Directive
Principles along with the Fundamental Rights contain the philosophy of the Constitution and is the soul of
the Constitution.

> The phrase ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ denotes the ideals that the State should keep in mind
while formulating policies and enacting laws.

> These are the constitutional instructions or recommendations to the State in legislative, executive and
administrative matters.

> They constitute a very comprehensive economic, social and political programme for a modern democratic
State. They aim at realising the high ideals of justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as outlined in the
Preamble to the Constitution. They embody the concept of a ‘welfare state’ and not that of a ‘police state’,
which existed during the colonial era. In brief, they seek to establish economic and social democracy in the
country.

> They are non-justiciable in nature, that is, they are not legally enforceable by the courts for their violation.
Therefore, the government (Central, state and local) cannot be compelled to implement them. Nevertheless,
the Constitution (Article 37) itself says that these principles are fundamental in the governance of the
country and it shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws. They help the courts in

examining and determining the constitutional validity of a law.
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> Test-37/ Q- 60 and Test-25/ Q- 30

83. Consider the following statements :

1.

The Constitution of India defines its

‘basic structure’ in terms of federalism,

Q 60. With respect to the landmark
constitutional cases, consider the following
statements:

1. In Golaknath case Supreme Court declared
that Fundamental Rights enshrined in Part 3
are immutable and cannot be amended.

2. In Kesavananda Bharati case, Supreme

secularism, fundamental nghts and Court introduced the doctrine of basic
structure.

democracy, Which of the above statements is/are
correct?
PR . " (a) 1 only
2. The Constitution of India provides for (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

= )
review (d) Neither 1 nor 2

judicial to safeguard the

citizens’ liberties and to preserve the

Q 30. Consider the following statements
regarding the Judicial Review in India :
1. The term “judicial review” is mentioned in
the Constitution.

ideals on which the Constitution is
based.

Which of the statements given above is/are

i 2. It means that the Supreme Court or High
()  1only Courts have the power to examine the
(b) 2only constitutionality of any law.
(c) Both1land?2 Which of the statements is/are incorrect?
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
HGY-P-JHKI (37 (c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Q30. (A)
> Statement 1 is incorrect: The term “judicial review” is nowhere mentioned in the Indian Constitution.
Supplementary notes:

Judicial Review

> The term judicial review is nowhere mentioned in the Indian Constitution.

> However, the fact that India has a written constitution and the Supreme Court can strike down a law that
goes against fundamental rights, implicitly gives the Supreme Court the power of judicial review.

> It means that the Supreme Court or High Courts have the power to examine the constitutionality of any
law. If the Court arrives at the conclusion that the law is inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution,

such a law is declared as unconstitutional and inapplicable.
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Q 22. Consider the following statements
regarding the Preamble of the Indian

86. The Preamble to the Constitution of India is

(a) a part of the Constitution but has no Constitution:
legal effect 1. It is based on the ‘Objectives Resolution’,
drafted by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.
(b) not a part of the Constitution and has 2. Itis a part of the Indian Constitution.
no legal effect either 3. Since the time of adoption, it has been
amended two times.
(¢) a part of the Constitution and has the 4. The words Socialist, Secular and Republic
same legal effect as any other part were added by 42nd amendment.
Which of the statements is/are correct?
(d) a part of the Constitution but has no (a) 1 and 3 only
legal effect independently of other parts (b) 2 only
(c) 1,3 and 4 only
C) (d)1,2,3and 4
Q 22. (B)

> Statement 1 is incorrect: The Preamble

to the Indian Constitution is based on the ‘Objectives Resolution’, drafted and moved by Pandit Nehru, and
adopted by the Constituent Assembly.

> Statement 3 and 4 are incorrect: Since the time of adoption, it has been amended only once by the 42nd
Constitutional Amendment Act (1976), which added three new words:

Socialist, Secular and Integrity.

Preamble of Indian Constitution

> In the Berubari Union case 1960; the Supreme Court stated that Preamble is not a part of the Constitution.
> But, in 1973, in the Kesavananda Bharati case, the Supreme Court held that Preamble is a part of the
Indian Constitution. Hence, the current opinion held by the Supreme Court that the Preamble is a part of
the Constitution, is in consonance with the opinion of the founding fathers of the Constitution.

> However, two things should be noted: > The Preamble is neither a source of power to legislature nor a
prohibition upon the powers of legislature.

> It is non-justiciable, that is, its provisions are not enforceable in courts of law.
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87. “Gold Tranche” (Reserve Tranche) refers to
(a)  aloan system of the World Bank
(b)  one of the operations of a Central Bank

(¢) a credit system granted by WTO to its

members

(d) a credit system granted by IMF to its

members

Q61. (A)

[ Statement 1 is incorrect: Forex Reserves comprise of foreign currency assets added with its gold reserves,

Q 61. Consider the following statements
regarding Forex Reserve:

1. Forex Reserves comprise of foreign
currency assets and Special Drawing Rights
only.

2. The adequacy of Forex Reserves can be
measured by Import Cover.

3. An economy’s Reserve Tranche in the IMF
is not a part of its forex reserve.

Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

(a) 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c)1and 2 only

(d) 3 only

SDRs (Special Drawing Rights) and Reserve Tranche in the IMF.
[ Statement 3 is incorrect: Reserve Tranche in IMF also comprises the forex reserves.

Supplementary notes:
Foreign Exchange Reserves/Forex Reserves

@ The total foreign currencies (of different countries) an economy possesses at a point of time is its ‘foreign

currency assets/reserves’.

@ The Forex Reserves of an economy is its ‘foreign currency assets’ added with its gold reserves, SDRs

(Special Drawing Rights) and Reserve Tranche in the IMF.

@ Reserve Tranche is like an emergency account from which a portion of member country’s quota can be

withdrawn without agreeing to conditions or paying a service fee.

@ In a sense, the Forex reserves are the upper limit up to which an economy can manage foreign currency in

normal times if need be.

@ The adequacy of Forex Reserves is measured by Import Cover.
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> Test-29/ Q- 18 and Test-31/ Q- 32

88. With reference to the provisions contained in
Q 18. Consider the following statements

regarding Directive Principles of State Policy
the following statements is/are correct ? (DPSP):

Part IV of the Constitution of India, which of '

1. They shall be enforceable by courts. 1. They seek to establish economic and social
democracy in the country.

2. Directive principles are in the nature of
court, ‘Instrument of Instructions’ to the State.

3. They are legally enforceable by the courts
for their violation.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

2. They shall not be enforceable by any

3. The principles laid down in this part are
to influence the making of laws by the

State.
Q 32. Consider the statements regarding the
Select the correct answer using the code given  Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP):

below : 1. They are considered as ‘novel features’ of
. the Indian Constitution.
(a) 1 only 2. These are borrowed from Government of

India Act of 1935.

g Rty 3. They embody the concept of welfare state.

© 1 and 3 only 4. They put positive obligations on the state.
Which of the above statements are correct?
d) 2 and 3 only (a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4

Q32. (B)

> Statement 2 is incorrect: The framers of the Constitution borrowed this idea from the Irish Constitution
of 1937, which had copied it from the Spanish Constitution.

Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP):

> The DPSP are enumerated in Part IV of the Constitution from Articles 36 to 51.

Fhe framers of the Constitution borrowed this idea from the Irish Constitution of 1937, which had copied
t from the Spanish Constitution.

> They just resemble the ‘Instrument of Instructions’ enumerated in the Government of India Act of 1935,
wvhich were issued to the Governor-General and to the Governors of the colonies of India by the British
Sovernment.

> Dr. B.R. Ambedkar described these principles as ‘novel features’ of the Indian Constitution. The Directive
Principles along with the Fundamental Rights contain the philosophy of the Constitution and is the soul of
the Constitution.

> The phrase ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ denotes the ideals that the State should keep in mind
while formulating policies and enacting laws.

> These are the constitutional instructions or recommendations to the State in legislative, executive and
administrative matters.

> They constitute a very comprehensive economic, social and political programme for a modern democratic
state. They aim at realising the high ideals of justice, liberty, equality and fraternity as outlined in the
’reamble to the Constitution. They embody the concept of a ‘welfare state’ and not that of a ‘police state’,
wvhich existed during the colonial era. In brief, they seek to establish economic and social democracy in the
tountry.

> They are non-justiciable in nature, that is, they are not legally enforceable by the courts for their violation.
rherefore, the government (Central, state and local) cannot be compelled to implement them. Nevertheless,
the Constitution (Article 37) itself says that these principles are fundamental in the governance of the
sountry and it shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws. They help the courts in

axamining and determining the constitutional validity of a law.
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> Test-36/ Q- 80 and Test-38/ Q- 74

89. Consider the following statements : Q 80. Consider the following statements:

1. A person who is not a member of either
House of the Parliament can be appointed as
a member of the Council of Minister.

1. According to the Constitution of India, a
person who is eligible to vote can be
made a minister in a State for six
months even if he/she is not a member

of the Legislature of that State. 2. A minister who is not a member of either

House of the Parliament can continue to do so
2. According to the Representation of for 1 year.

3. A minister who is a member of one House
of Parliament has the right to speak and to
take part in the proceedings of the other
imprisonment for five years is House also.

permanently disqualified from Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

People Act, 1951, a person convicted of a
criminal offence and sentenced to

contesting an election even after his
release from prison.

Which of the statements given above is/are (d)1,2and3
correct ? Q 74. Consider the following statements with
(a) 1only respect to the Parliamentary form of
4 Government:
(b) 2only 1. Prime Minister is the head of the
Government.
(¢} Both1land 2 2. The Ministers are collectively responsible to
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 ‘ the Parliament in general for all their acts of

omission and commission.

3. A person seizes to be Minister if he is not
elected to the House within six months.

4. The executive enjoys the right to get the
legislature dissolved in a parliamentary
system.

Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 2 and 4 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only

(d1,2,3and 4

Q 80. (A)

- Statement 2 is incorrect: Any individual who is not a member of either House of Parliament has to become

a member of either House within a period of six months.

Appointment of Ministers

- The Prime Minister is appointed by the President, while the other ministers are appointed by the President
on the advice of the Prime Minister.

- This means that the President can appoint only those persons as ministers who are recommended by the
Prime minister. Usually, the members of Parliament, either Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha, are appointed as
ministers.

- A person who is not a member of either House of Parliament can also be appointed as a minister.

- But, within six months, he/she must become a member (either by election or by nomination) of either
House of the Parliament, otherwise, he/she ceases to be a minister.

- A minister who is a member of one House of Parliament has the right to speak and to take part in the
proceedings of the other House also, but he/she can vote only in the House of which he/she is a member.
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> Test-36/ Q- 54 and Test-26/ Q- 28

90. Consider the following statements : Q 54. As provided by the Constitution of
India, the

k ) maximum gap between two sessions of the
session of the Parliament at such place Parliament cannot exceed how many months/
as he/she thinks fit. weeks?

(a) 2 months

1. The President of India can summon a

2. The Constitution of India prO\;ides for

_ : ) (b) 6 weeks
three sessions of the Parliament in a (c) 6 months
year, but it is not mandatory to conduct (d) None of the above

all three sessions.

Q 28. With reference to powers of the
President of India, consider the following

) statements:
1n a year. 1. He has the power to summon both the

Which of the state . . Houses of the Parliament.
ents given sbove isfare 2. He has veto power by which he can

3.  There is no minimum number of days
that the Parliament is required to meet

correct ? withhold assent to Bills passed by the
(@ 1lonly Parliament.
b Which of the statements is/are correct?
(b)  2only ) 3 ofil
Y
(¢) 1land3only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) 2and3
and 3 only (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q54. (C)

- Option (c) is correct: The maximum gap between two sessions of Parliament cannot be more than six
months.

Sessions of Parliament

- The president from time to time summons each house of Parliament to meet.

- But, the maximum gap between two sessions of Parliament cannot be more than six months.

- In other words, the Parliament should meet at least twice a year.

- There are usually three sessions in a year, namely,

> The Budget Session (February to May)

> The Monsoon Session (July to September)

> The Winter Session (November to December)

- A ‘session’ of Parliament is the period spanning between the first sitting of the House and its prorogation
(or dissolution in the case of the Lok Sabha).

- During a session, the House meets every day to transact business.

N N
> Power to Summon and Prorogue both the houses: The President has the power to summon either or
both the Houses. The President also has the power to dissolve the House of People in some cases. The
President also possesses the power to summon a joint sitting of the house in cases of a deadlock in which
both houses sit together and the conflict is resolved.
> Power to Promulgate Ordinance: Under Article 123 of the Constitution, when the Parliament is not in
session and there is anurgency, the President has the power to issue an ordinance and such an ordinance
has the force of law. This ordinance remains valid for six weeks from the date when the Legislature resumes
its session. The effect of the ordinance is the same as the Act of Legislature and thus the President is

entrusted with great legislative power.
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> Test-02/ Q- 90 and Test-10/ Q- 62

Q 90. Which of the following statements correctly
) describes the Equality of Power and Status of the
Sabha in Rajya Sabha to that of the Lok Sabha?

1. Introduction and passage of all types of financial
(a) the matter of creating new All India bills involving expenditure
from the Consolidated Fund of India.
2. Approval of ordinances issued by the President.
3. Approval of proclamation of all three types of
emergencies by the President.
4. A resolution for the discontinuance of the

92. Rajya Sabha has equal powers with Lok

Services

(b) amending the Constitution

(¢) the removal of the government national emergency.
Select the correct answer:
(d) making cut motions a)1, 2and 3 only b) 2 and 3 only
¥ c) 2, 3and 4 only d) 1 and 4 only
HGY-P-JHKI (41

Q 62. Consider the following statements with
regard to the special powers of the Rajya
Sabha:

1. Only it can authorize the Parliament to
create a new All-India Service, common to
both the Centre and the states.

2. Except in financial matters and control over
the Council of Ministers, the powers and
status of the Rajya Sabha in all other spheres
are broadly equal and co-ordinate with that of
the Lok Sabha.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q90. (B)
Statement 1 is incorrect: Money Bill, a type of Financial Bill, can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha.
Statement 4 is incorrect: A resolution for the discontinuance of the national emergency can be passed only
by the Lok Sabha.
Equality of Power and Status between Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha
In the following matters, the powers and status of the Rajya Sabha are equal to that of the Lok Sabha:
Introduction and passage of ordinary bills.
Introduction and passage of Constitutional amendment bills.
Introduction and passage of financial bills involving expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India.
Election and impeachment of the President.
Election and removal of the Vice-President. However, Rajya Sabha alone can initiate the removal of the vice-
President. He is removed by a resolution passed by the Rajya Sabha by a special majority and agreed to by the
Lok Sabha by a simple majority.

Q62. (C)

The Rajya Sabha has been given two exclusive or special powers that are not enjoyed by the Lok Sabha:

1. It can authorize the Parliament to make a law on a subject enumerated in the State List (Article 249).

2. It can authorize the Parliament to create new All-India Services, common to both the Centre and the states
(Article 312).

Except in financial matters and control over the Council of Ministers, the powers and status of the Rajya

Sabha in all other spheres are broadly equal and co-ordinate with that of the Lok Sabha.
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> Test-33/ Q- 31

With reference to the funds under Members of Q 31. Consider the following statements
Parliament Local Area Development Scheme dl > Laesl Uk D | t
(MPLADS), which of the following statements regarding oc rea evelopmen
are correct ? (MPLAD) scheme:
1= JMPLADS. fiinds must-be used to croats 1. Funds are released in the form of grants in-

d“f‘;ab‘e assets  like  physical aid directly to the district authorities.

i tructure for heal i

infrastructure for heslth, education, ete. 2. The funds released under the scheme are
2. A specified portion of each MP’s fund Iapsable

must benefit SC/ST populations.

3. MPLADS funds are sanctioned on 3. The Implement|ng Agency should be

yearly basis and the wunused funds identified by the District Authority.

;ZZ:“ be carried forward to the next Which of the statements given above are
4. The district authority must inspect at correct?

least 10% of all works wunder (a) land 2 only

implementation every year. (b) land3 only
[S,:ll::: .the correct answer using l;,he code given (C) 2and3 only

) (d)1,2and 3

(a) 1 and2only
(b) 3 and 4 only
(c) 1,2 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 4 only

Q 31. (B)
> Statement 2 is incorrect: The funds released under the MP Local Area Development (MPLAD) scheme are

non-lapsable.

MP Local Area Development (MPLAD) scheme

> It was launched in December, 1993, to provide a mechanism for the Members of Parliament to recommend
works of developmental nature for creation of durable community assets and for provision of basic facilities
including community infrastructure, based on locally felt needs.

> The MPLADS is fully funded by Government of India. The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP

constituency is Rs. 5 crore.
> Special focus:

> MPs are to recommend every year, works costing at least 15 per cent of the MPLADS entitlement for the
year for areas inhabited by Scheduled Caste population and 7.5 per cent for areas inhabited by S.T.
population.

> In order to encourage trusts and societies for the betterment of tribal people, a ceiling of Rs. 75 lakh is
stipulated for building assets by trusts and societies subject to conditions prescribed in the scheme
guidelines.

> Works, developmental in nature, based on locally felt needs and always available for the use of the public
at large, are eligible under the scheme. Preference under the scheme is given to works relating to national
priorities, such as provision of drinking water, public health, education, sanitation, roads, etc.

> Funds are released in the form of grants in-aid directly to the district authorities.

> The funds released under the scheme are non-lapsable.

> The liability of funds not released in a particular year is carried forward to the subsequent years, subject
to eligibility.

> The MPs have a recommendatory role under the scheme. They recommend their choice of works to the
concerned district authorities who implement these works by following the established procedures of the
concerned state government. The district authority is empowered to examine the eligibility of works
sanction funds and select the implementing agencies, prioritise works, supervise overall execution, and
monitor the scheme at the ground level.
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> Test-26/ Q- 57

Q 57. Which of the following Fundamental
Rights is/ are included under Right to
Equality?

94. Which one of the following categories of 1. Equality before Law

Fundamental Rights incorporates protection 2. Abolition of Untouchability
agamnst untouchability as a form of 3. Right to Life and Personal Liberty
discrimination ? 4. Abolition of Titles

y . A 5. Right to Education
{a) .Right

ght against Exploitation Select the correct answer:
(b)  Right to Freedom (a) 1 only

‘ e b)1,2and 4 onl
(¢)  Right to Constitutional Remedies :c)) 1,3and5 onI;

(d) Right to Equality (d)1,2,3and 5 only

Q57. (B)

> Statements 3 and 5 are incorrect: Right to Life and Personal Liberty (Article 21) and Right to Education
(Article 21A) are included under Right to Freedom.

Supplementary notes:

Fundamental Rights

> Part lll of the Indian Constitution guarantees six Fundamental Rights to all the citizens:
> Right to Equality (Articles 14-18)

> Right to Freedom (Articles 19-22)

> Right against Exploitation (Articles 23—~ 24)

> Right to Freedom of Religion (Articles25- 28)

> Cultural and Educational Rights (Articles 29-30)

> Right to Constitutional Remedies (Article 32)

Right to Equality (Articles 14-18)

Abolition of untouchability and prohibition of its practice (Article 17)

> Article 17 abolishes ‘untouchability’ and forbids its practice in any form.

> The term ‘untouchability’ has not been defined either in the Constitution or in the Protection of Civil Rights
Act (1955).

> It refers to the social disabilities imposed on certain classes of persons by reason of their birth in certain
castes. Hence, it does not cover the social boycott of a few individuals or their exclusion from religious
services, etc.

Abolition of titles except military and academic (Article 18)

> Article 18 abolishes titles and makes four provisions in that regard:

> It prohibits the state from conferring any title (except military or academic distinction) on anybody,
whether a citizen or a foreigner.

> It prohibits a citizen of India from accepting any title from any foreign state.

> A foreigner holding any office of profit or trust under the state cannot accept any title from any foreign
state without the consent of the president.

> No citizen or foreigner holding any office of profit or trust under the State is to accept any present,
emolument or office from or under any foreign State without the consent of the President. Right to life and
personal liberty (Article 21) and Right to education (Article 21A) are included under Right to Freedom.
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> Test-19/ Q- 83

96. Along with the Budget, the Finance Minister
also places other documents hefore the
Parliament which include ‘“The Macro
Economic Framework Statement. The

aforesaid document is presented because this

is mandated by

Q 83. Which of the following is/are the
features of FRBM Act, 2003?

1. Elimination of revenue deficit by 2008- 09.
2. Reduction of fiscal deficit to no more than
3 per cent of GDP at the end of 2008-09.

3. Government can move away from the path
of fiscal consolidation only in case of natural
calamity.

4. The combined debt-to-GDP ratio of the

(a) l,ong standing parli amentary centre and states should be brought down to
' : 60% by 2023.
convention 5. Setting up of a ‘fiscal council’.

6. To present a Medium-Term Expenditure
Framework Statement (MTEF) statement in
the Parliament immediately following the
Budget session.

Select the correct answer:

(a)1, 2 and 6 only

(b) 3,4, 5and 6 only

(c)1,2and 5 only

(d)1,2,3,4,5and 6

(b)  Article 112 and Article 110(1) of the

Constitution of India
(c)  Article 113 of the Constitution of India

(d) Provisions of the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management Act, 2003

Q83. (A)

> Statement 3 is incorrect: Government can move away from the path of fiscal consolidation only in case of
natural calamity, national security and other exceptional grounds which Central Government may specify.
> Statements 4 and 5 are incorrect: These are the recommendations of the NK Singh (FRBM Review)
Committee Supplementary notes:

Fiscal Responsibility Budget and Management Act, 2003

> Budget 2018 has proposed to stop setting targets on revenue deficit reduction from next year by bringing
adequate amendments into the FRBM Act.

Medium-Term Expenditure Framework Statement (MTEF)

> According to the Fiscal Responsibility Budget and Management Act, 2003 Section 3 following documents
are presented in the Parliament:

> The Medium-term Fiscal Policy Statement

> The Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement

> The Macroeconomic Framework Statement

> These documents are presented along with the Annual Budget. However, later Section 3 was amended to
present a MTEF statement in the Parliament immediately following the Budget session.

> The objective of MTEF is to

> Provide closer integration between Annual Budget and FRBM statements.

> Provide medium term perspective to fiscal management and enhance Government’s commitment to fiscal
consolidation.

> Give focus to the expenditure pattern of Government on various schemes, a scheme wise projection has

also been attached to the MTEF statement.
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100. Consider the following pairs :

International Subject
agreement / set-up

1. Alma-Ata —  Healthcare of
Declaration the people

2. Hague — Biological and
Convention chemical

weapons

3.  Talanoa — Global climate
Dialogue change

4. Under2 Coalition —  Child rights

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly

matched ?

(a) 1land 2only

(b) 4 only

() 1and 3 only

(d) 2,3 and4only
C)

Q53. (D)

> Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body of, Government of India. Ministry of

Women & Child Development

> It functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-

country and inter-country adoptions.

> CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the
provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of India in

2003

> CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through its associated

/recognised adoption agencies.
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> Test-30/ Q- 53

Q 53. Consider the following statements with
respect to Central Adoption Resource
Authority (CARA)

1. It functions as the nodal body for adoption
of Indian children and is mandated to monitor
and regulate in-country and inter-country
adoptions.

2. It is a statutory body of Ministry of Women
& Child Development.

3. It is designated as the Central Authority to
deal with inter-country adoptions in
accordance with the provisions of the Hague
Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 199
Which of the statements are correct?
a)1and 2 only

b) 1and 3 only

¢)2and 3 only

d)1,2and3
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